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1. SUMMARY: UNDER PROVISIONS OE THE CYPRIOT CONSTITUTION 
SPYROS KYPRIANOU, PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
AUTOMATICALLY BECAME ACTING PRESIDENT OE CYPRUS UPON THE DEATH 
OF PRESIDENT MAKARIOS AND WILL SERVE IN THAT CAPACITY FOR UP 
TO 45 DAYS UNTIL A BY-ELECTION IS HELD. IF FOR HEALTH OR 
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OTHER REASONS HE CANNOT SERVE OUT HIS PROVISIONAL TERM, 

THE HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES PROBABLY WILL ELECT ONE OF 
ITS OTHER MEMBERS AS ACTING PRESIDENT. END SUMMARY 

2. THE I960 CYPRIOT CONSTITUTION DEFINES THE OFEICE 

AND NATURE OF THE PRESIDENCY AND PROVIDES FOR PRESIDENTIAL 
SUCCESSION. ARTICLE 44 PARA 2 STATES THAT IN THE PRESI- 
DENT'S "ABSENCE OR PENDING THE FILLING OF A VACANCY IN ANY 
SUCH OFFICE," THE PRESIDENT OE THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SHALL ACT, DURING SUCH VACANCY, AS THE PRESIDENT. ARTICLE 44 
PARA 4 PROVIDES THAT A BY-ELECTION "SHALL TAKE PLACE WITHIN 
A PERIOD NOT EXCEEDING FORTY-FIVE DAYS OF THE OCCURRENCE 
OF SUCH VACANCY." ARTICLE 72 PARA 3 PROVIDES THAT, IN 
THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE, THE ELDEST REPRE- 
SENTATIVE "UNLESS THE REPRESENTATIVES...SHOULD OTHERWISE 
DECIDE " SHALL TAKE OVER THE OFFICE OE PRESIDENT OF THE 
HOUSE AND, BY IMPLICATION, THE PRESIDENCY UNTIL A BY-ELECTION 
COULD BE HELD, BUT IN ANY CASE NOT FOR LONGER THAN 45 DAYS. 
THUS UNDER THE TERMS OF THE CONSTITUTION, THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES AND LEADER OF THE MAJORITY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, SPYROS KYPRIANOU, AUTOMATICALLY BECAME 
ACTING PRESIDENT UPON THE DEATH OE MAKARIOS, FOR A PERIOD 
NOT TO EXCEED 45 DAYS. 

3. IN VIEW OE KYPRIANOU'S ERAGILE HEALTH (HE HAS BREN 
HOSPITALIZED AT LEAST THREE TIMES THIS YEAR), THERE IS SPEC- 
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ULATION THAT HE MIGHT BE UNABLE TO SERVE THE FULL ACTING TERM. 
IN SUCH A CASE, ARTICLE 72 PARA 3 PRESUMABLY WOULD BE 
INVOKED TO FILL THE OFFICE OF ACTING PRESIDENT WITH A 
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE. THE ELDEST MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES AT THE PRESENT TIME IS YIANGOS POTAMITES, 

AGE 73, A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST AKEL PARTY, AND HE HAS 
INDEED SERVED AS ACTING PRESIDENT FOR BRIEF PERIODS IN 
THE PAST. HOWEVER, IT HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY EOR THE HOUSE TO 
ELECT ANOTHER MEMBER TO ACT AS PRESIDENT, AND IT IS 
GENERALLY AGREED THAT SUCH WOULD BE THE CASE IF KYPRIANOU 
SHOULD BE UNABLE TO SERVE OUT HIS 45-DAY ACTING TERM. 

4. WE CONSIDER IT UNLIKELY THAT KYPRIANOU WOULD GIVE UP 
HIS POSITION AS ACTING PRESIDENT EXCEPT EOR DIREST REASONS 
OF HEALTH AND EXPECT HIM TO MAKE EVERY EEFORT TO SERVE 
OUT HIS PROVISIONAL TERM, BOTH TO EURTHER HIS OWN AMBITIONS 
AND TO PROVIDE A MEASURE OF CONTINUITY AND STABILITY DURING 
AN UNCERTAIN AND TROUBLESOME PERIOD. 

DILI .FRY 
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